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Abstract

An earthquake of magnitude 6.2 on the Richter magnitude scale hit Hualien city in Taiwan at 23:50
local time on 6 February 2018. The earthquake damaged several buildings and caused the heavy
casualties. In order to understand the characteristic of the damaged buildings, earthquake reconnaissance
is needed. After Hualien Earthquake in Taiwan, the National Center for Research on Earthquake
Engineering (NCREE) sent a reconnaissance team to the affected area and surveyed the damaged
buildings. There are four collapsed buildings and one severe damaged building were investigated during
the reconnaissance. The reconnaissance investigations show that the damaged buildings were built
before 1999 and had same seismic problems, such as bad steel detailing, rebar splices at the same
elevation, less lateral hoops, non-seismic hooks, and so on. This paper will introduce the characteristic
of the damaged buildings, and provide the photos of reconnaissance.
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